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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS; 

llsis Hsdng of claims wiii replace all prior versions, aad listiRgJij of ckims in the applicatios: 

I. ^Previoasiy Presented) An iinproved boot for use in sealing a constant velocity 
j oint and bali spline joint assembly , the boot comprising; 

a pi uraii t jf of articsilating Ootivol utes ; 

^ ^ase catching meiaber; 

& Srst stabiiizing member joimag the piutality of ariculating convolutes aud the 
grease cateMiig member, the first stabiMsg member fqi: use in seledtivelj' drcumscrtbisig an 
inner race of the ball joint a£ a gejseraily pre4letermined #stam:e to provide: s at high 
speed; 

a plurality of plugging coavolute^; 

a second stabilizing member joining Eke pliaality of plunging convolutes and the 
grease calchiag member, the second stabilizing menibei for use in selectively ciTcumscriblng an 
oaterrace of ih& ball spiise joist at a geaei-ally predeiestmsed distance to provide additional 
stabilit\'. 

2, (Prcvjoasiy Presented) As improved boot as in claim 1 , wherein the articulating 
convoltttes selecti vely accommodate joint aj ticulation to as angle of at least 15 degrees. 

3, {Previously Presejited) An improved a> ^ Unu I, wherein the plunging 
convolutes selecttvch acconimodak' joins plunge of ieast 4:5 iinn, 

4 (Cur;cj^ii>' Aroe^ded) Ati smproved boot xis m clasm 1, wherein ths first 
ritabilizuu: :i,f<nk-'.j is fo: ciTcumscribiag s elec^v& l y gifeamseB &es tl^e inner race of the ball 

splmejonriby about. 1 mm. 
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5. (Qin'entiy Amended) An miproved boot as m ciaim 1, whersiivfee second 

stabiii73Bg member is for Lsrcumscnbrn^ ^ ;fri!6etf¥ej^H?ifMiifi&fofilm tlio oa'^cr ra^e the ba 1 

sphne ]omt. 

6 {CurreuCiy Amended) imoroved boot as n ciaiip 1 whereki tV eoas^aot 
v e- l^-fc'fW ' i - r H- boot s djKd for !st al»n£.a high sn^e \ ( * n 

seiectE vely accommodates vehicle mstailaiioa at art augle of at least 15 degrees. 

8 c lous V Fjt^c 1 a Anir >tot.Jboo? ^ ] h'-m -> -> s 
selectivei> uCc nfl-<idak<:jomt operation oi at leasv degrv^'^bfeidiOOOrcvoiutiLnspv u^iL 

9 \Di gixiH) An mip'-oved boot as tn cla m wherem the boot is adapted to 
accommcxMte crash plunge ot at least 30 mm extension and 15 mm compression. 

10, (Ongi«al) An isiiproved boot as m claim 1, wherem the boot is adapted to 
accommodate jomt plaug© of at ieast 15 mm extension and 15 mm compression. 

1. 1 . (Onginal) An irapfoved boot as m Gkim 1 , wherem the boot is compnsec of a 

thermoplastic matena!, 

12 (Pax o^v% "'ic-enfcd ^ ^ '^mpro^cd *opt (.ss(,n bS con pr^i'^^ 

a con-stant vekicxt</ j >mi havmg a consta t \ eiocit> a^ ^ a i-o ^vat 
velocity outer racCj whestiis at least otie of; 

a'l! s|H s ^ ^ }Jj>!.c.d to the constant \elocityjoinL the ball Sipime 
jomt havmg sm mser race ana an ouier race; and 

a boot affixa&le to the constant velocity jomt and the ball splmc joint to seal ana 
nouse the combmed jomts, the boot compnsmg: 

a oiuram v or ariic«}3Si?^.ff convoiutes; 

a grease catchmg meniber; 
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d isrfet subsivmg m;. mbc r jomirg the piuul 1} ol asacuatng cori\o.u?cs and the 

grease caicnmg membe., zhe first sUbJi/Uig memDei duapied lo ndc above tte iwxct of the 

Dali splme jomt to provide stability at high speed; 

a plurality of plunging convolsjtes; 

i ^ ^ T !^ p ) aiu% o i-'h3«<?'nr <~>m-' o . es ant. < ■< 

^fv^*-,. uvjUi i gni "It. cv on<ist3t»th7J!E>|^ ^eiiDCJ na\mf a subs'-aatialij vOnsUiU wail 
tliicknesfe asd adapted to csrci^Tiscnbe *bt; o^jte race of the bail spline lomt m d gencrall} 

predt'tennjtiefi distance to provide addiijorsaj siaoiluy. 

velocity jomt ts & high speed fixed jomt. 

M D^ij.'! < J An ! ?! -ovedjomt assembly <is m cU.m 12, wherem the assembly ss 
adapted tor use in a propshatt. 

15. (Gnginal) An tmpmved jomt assembly as m ekim 12, wherem the articuladng 
cotivoiutes are adapted to accoaiinodate jomt amcuiation to an angle of at least iS degiees. 

16. (Ongina!) Aa improved joint asseTJsbly as m eiasm 12, wherem the piungmg 
convolutes are adapted to aceonimodafe |omt plunge to m asgle of at least 45 mm, 

17. (Gfigmal) An improved joiat assembly as m claim 13. wbei«m the first stabilmng 
me.^be . l a;;^teJ to ^ae approximately 1 mm iiK>v< the tnn;.r race of the b^O '-phn- 'u^^t 

1 H {Onptiil) \sx impro\ed joint assembh as m claim i 2, vvheresr second 
stabih^irg member ih adapted to nde approximately 1 mm ti)o\e the csiter race of the ball spl ise 

jomt. 

{O ignab An improsed joint dssemDi> as lUu^i 12, ut,u» t' c Doo. is 3o ; i 
to aecommodate vehicle mstaliation at an angle of at least 15 degrees, 

20 Ox ^, J I ' ' ^ " 1 ' V a r P ^ ill If ^ " 5 '..«)ted 

to accommoat tf jotrt oper^ttor ot at kabt " cegice aiiJ 9t)00 revoluUop^ pe r.i. ut^ 
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21 . f Original) An improved joint assembly as in claim 12, wherein the boot is adapted 
tf> ^icoomsnoJaic vra&h plunge of at least 30 mva extension and 15 mm f03r,pres>;ior: 

22. (Original) An improved joint asiwmbly as in claim 12, wherein tht boot is adapted 
to acco . modate joint piunge of at least 15 mm extension md 15 mm compression. 

23, Canceled 

24, (Previously Presented) An impro^ ed boot ;is in claim i , wherem an external 
diameter of the grease catching member is getjerully greater than external diameters of either the 
first stabilizing member or the second stabilizing member. 

25. (Prevfoasty Presersted) An improved boot as in ciaim 1 , wherein an extetsal 
diameter of the first stabilizing member is generally less than an external diameter of either the 
second stabilizing member of the outer race of the ball sptue Joint, 

26, (Previoiisly Freseflted) An Improved Joint assembly as in cMm 1 2^ further 
comprising a shaft portion iaterconnectlng at least one of the constant velocity inner race and the 
ccn.stant veiocity onter race with at least one of the outer race and the inner raee of the baO spline 
joiBt. 
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